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The rise in the price of base 

metal unfortunately means 

that the theft of metal is on 

the rise.

Whilst you may be familiar 

with reports of the theft of 

items such as metal gates, 

manhole covers, lead from 

roofs being taken for the 

scrap value, you may not 

be aware that there is now 

a rise in claims from a more 

unexpected area –

                the Plastics sector.



Thieves are targeting the brass tooling and dies 
necessary to produce plastic products. 

Whilst the scrap value of these items is nominal,  
because they are often specially machined, the  
replacement cost and associated Business  
Interruption can result in devastating six figure 
losses to businesses. One key reason for this is that 
these tools often do not benefit from the same 
security as other equipment.

How can you protect your business 
from thieves?
There are some simple precautions you can take to 
ensure you don’t become another statistic of this new 
type of crime.  

How could metal theft 
affect your business?

•	 �Review your current 
inventory of machinery, 
equipment and tools 
and identify any that 
may be attractive to this 
new generation of metal 
thieves.

•	 �Consider where 
equipment is stored 
when not in use - thefts 
don’t only occur outside 
of business hours. If dies 
are not used frequently 
then an opportunist 
thief could strike during 
a busy working day - 
place these tools in a 
secure, locked area and 

carefully monitor access 
and stock control. 
Whenever tooling is 
not in use it should be 
returned to this locked 
store and checked in.

•	� Review the existing 
physical security of 
your premises, both 
the tooling storage 
and the wider vicinity 
- if a thief did succeed 
in penetrating your 
perimeter security, 
how easy would it be 
to access the tooling? 
Ensure you have 
adequate electronic 

Follow these simple guidelines and protect your business: 



security in place 
and sensors provide 
maximum coverage.

•	� Visitor control - make 
sure you know who is 
coming into and out of 
your premises. Be aware 
of potential ‘scouting’ 
trips by visitors who 
ask to gain access on a 
spurious premise.

•	� Backup your 
blueprints - in the 
unfortunate event 
that you do have a 
theft, make sure the 
blueprints for the tooling 
are readily available 

and that you know how 
and where to get them 
recast.

•	� Talk to your local 
business community 
and to the police to find 
out if there have been 
instances of metal theft 
in your area.

•	� Make sure you have 
adequate insurance to 
cover your business in 
the event of a theft. Your 
insurance broker will be 
able to advise you on 
the most suitable cover 
for your requirements.

Follow these simple guidelines and protect your business: 

Help when you need it most
The ultimate test of an effective product is at 
the point of claim. We are committed to the 
delivery of a first class claims service with full 
end to end service from first notification of  
loss, through to settlement and payment.

•	 �We provide prompt response and assistance 
24 hours a day, 365 days a year

•	 �Claims are settled quickly and in a fair and 
equitable manner

•	 �Our UK-based claims team provide a 
courteous and efficient service

•	 �We are committed to maintaining good, 
proactive communication throughout the  
life cycle of the claim
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About MMA?
MMA is an established and financially secure UK
general insurer. Our parent company – MMA
IARD Assurances Mutuelles – is a mutual insurer
founded 180 years ago with over 2,000 agents
and 3.2 million customers.

Our parent company is part of Europe’s leading
insurance mutual, Covéa Group, which is
responsible for insuring one in four households
in France. Covéa has assets of €60 billion and
an annual turnover of €13 billion.

In the UK, our reputation is founded on a track
record of consistent profitability, financial
stability and reliability for over 50 years, with a
Standard and Poor’s rating of A ‘Stable’.

Products to suit you at every level

For your business needs:

•	 �Small Contractors Liability

•	 � Shops, Offices & Surgeries

•	 � Commercial & Residential Property Owners

•	 �Motor Trade

For your individual needs:

•	 �Motor

•	 �Motor Breakdown

•	 �Household

•	 �Travel



MMA Insurance plc
Norman Place, Reading RG1 8DA

Telephone: 0844 902 1000  Fax: 0118 955 2211
www.mma-insurance.com

Authorised and regulated
by the Financial Services Authority.
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